
A I  A N D  T H E  P R O  S E  
L I T I G A N T
I S A B E L  “ I Z Z Y ”  M A R C E L L E T T I

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  L A W  J U D G E ,  P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  C O M M I S S I O N  O F  O H I O  



W H A T  I S  A I ?

“There is no single definition of artificial intelligence. At its essence, AI involves computer technology, software, 
and systems that perform tasks traditionally requiring human intelligence. […] The term is frequently applied to 
the project of developing systems that appear to employ or replicate intellectual processes characteristic of 
humans, such as the ability to reason, discover meaning, generalize, or learn from past experience.”

“Gen AI uses sophisticated algorithms to organize large, complex data sets into meaningful clusters of 
information in order to create new content, including text, images and audio, in response to a query 
or prompt.”
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O T H E R  A I  
G U I D A N C E  

• 2024 New Jersey Courts’ Notice + New Technology CLE 
Requirement

• Supreme Court of Ohio’s Artificial Intelligence Resource Library

• New York City Bar Association’s Committee on Professional 
Ethics Formal Opinion 2024-5

• National Center for State Courts’ “A Legal Practitioners Guide 
to AI & Hallucinations” 

• Bloomberg Law’s State Legal Ethics Guidance on Artificial 
Intelligence table 

• Alaska, California, District of Columbia, Florida, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia



B U T  W H A T  A B O U T  P R O  
S E  L I T I G A N T S ?

P R E - H E A R I N G  F I L I N G S

T H E  E V I D E N T I A R Y  H E A R I N G  ( A N D  P O S T -

H E A R I N G  B R I E F I N G )



A I  C O N S U M E R  C O M P L A I N T

D R A F T  A  C O N S U M E R  C O M P L A I N T  A T  T H E  P U C O  W H E R E  I  
W A S  C H A R G E D  T O O  M U C H  +  C I T E  A P P L I C A B L E  L A W



P R E  H E A R I N G  M O T I O N  
D R A F T  A  M O T I O N  T O  F I N D  A N  O H I O P O W E R  S I T I N G  B O A R D  
A P P L I C A T I O N  I N C O M P L E T E  B A S E D  O N  N O T  P R O V I D I N G  E N O U G H  
I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  I M P A C T S



T H E  E V I D E N T I A R Y  H E A R I N G :  
TA L K  T O  T E X T



P O S T- H E A R I N G  B R I E F S

Draft a post-hearing brief for an Ohio Power Siting Board case in opposition to a proposed solar farm that 
argues environmental impacts are undetermined and property rights are undermined 



K R U S E  V .  
K A R L E N ,  

N O .  E D  
1 1 1 1 7 2  ( M O .  

C T .  A P P .  
F E B .  1 3 ,  

2 0 2 4 )
“pro se litigants are subject to the same 

procedural rules as parties represented by 
counsel” and “are not entitled to exceptions 

they would not receive if represented by 
counsel”- citing to Hutcheson v. Dep’t Soc. 

Servs., Fam. Support Div., 656 S.W.3d 37, 40 
(Mo. App. E.D. 2022)

What went wrong?

No appendix on controlling statutes + did not 
provide points relied on 

No citations to the record in pro se 
appellant’s statement of fact 

Table of authorities included 22 fictitious 
citations 

Erroneous citations to Missouri statutes and 
rules 



A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  
D I S C R E T I O N  

• How do we make sure pro se litigants get their “day in 
court” vs. administrative efficiency 

• Building a healthy record for a comprehensive review 
without a deluge of AI-generated filings

• Ethics of AI

• Disclosure by other parties?

• Disclosure by filer?



G R A P P L I N G  
W I T H  G P T

Trainings 

Internal 
Policies/Rulemakings? 

AI Working Group



T H A N K  YO U !

I n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  C h a t  G P T  w a s  
u s e d  t o  g e n e r a t e  e x a m p l e  
m a t e r i a l s .  I  a c k n o w l e d g e  
f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h i s  
w o r k  a n d  h a s  e n s u r e d  t h a t  
a l l  A I - a s s i s t e d  s e c t i o n s  
h a v e  b e e n  r e v i e w e d  a n d  
r e v i s e d  f o r  a c c u r a c y .  



R E F E R E N C E S  
• BRITTANICA, https://www.britannica.com/technology/artificial-intelligence. 

• George Lawton, What is Generative AI? Everything You Need to Know, TECHTARGET (July 12, 
2024), https://www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/definition/generative-AI

• American Bar Association, Standing Comm. on Ethics and Professional Responsibility, Formal Opinion 
512 (July 29, 2024)  
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/professional_responsibility/ethics-
opinions/aba-formal-opinion-512.pdf

• Catherine Reach, AI in Client Meetings: Helpful Assistant or Hidden Ethical Risk” (Jan. 30, 2026)
https://www.ncbar.org/2026/01/30/ai-in-client-meetings-helpful-assistant-or-hidden-ethical-risk/ (Infographic)

• Noland v. Land of the Free, L.P., 114 Cal. App. 5th 426, 336 Cal. Rptr. 3d 897 (2025) (disciplined counsel 
for not alerting court that opposing counsel was relying on hallucinated cases)  

• Kruse v. Karlen, No. ED 111172 (Mo. Ct. App. Feb. 13, 2024) (disciplined pro se litigant for citing to 22 
hallucinated cases and related errors related to briefing utilizing Gen-AI) 

• Example documents generated by free Chat GPT 
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R E S O U R C E S  
• New Jersey Notice to Legal Practice Preliminary Guidelines on the Use of Artificial Intelligence by New Jersey 

Lawyers https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2024/01/n240125a.pdf 

• Supreme Court of Ohio Artificial Intelligence Resource Library 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/services-to-courts/artificial-intelligence-resource-library/

• New York City Bar Association Formal Opinion 2024-5 https://www.nycbar.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/20221329_GenerativeAILawPractice.pdf 

• National Center of States Courts’ A Legal Practitioner’s Guide to AI & Hallucinations 
https://www.ncsc.org/resources-courts/legal-practitioners-guide-ai-hallucinations 

• Bloomberg Law Tracker https://www.bloomberglaw.com/external/document/X2JK49QC000000/legal-profession-
comparison-table-state-legal-ethics-guidance-on 

• Damien Charlotin’s AI Hallucination Cases Database(tracks legal decisions in cases where Gen AI produced 
hallucinated content and other types of AI-generated arguments, including any sanctions/penalties assessed) 
https://www.damiencharlotin.com/hallucinations/?page=2
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